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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes of February 2, 2022 

Virtual Zoom meeting 
 

ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Jim Cooper (Gary Franks)-Chair City of Olympia P 
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia E 
Joan Cathey-Vice Chair City of Tumwater P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey P 
James Blair City of Yelm NP 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative and 

Agricultural Representative  
P 

Richard Moon District #2, Citizen Representative  P 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair  District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling NP 
Olivia Carros (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P 
Cutter Copeland City of Tenino  NP 
Steve Purcell Town of Bucoda NP 
Vacant City of Rainier  
Vacant Business Representative  

 
Staff Present: Jeff Bickford, Jennifer Walker, Amanda Romero, Rob Pudner, Kathi Clarke, April Leigh, Jihan 
Grettenberger– Public Works; Chris Hawkins– Public Health and Social Services  
 
Guests Present:  Gary Franks – City of Olympia; Jeff Harwood, John Cox – Pacific Disposal/Lemay, Nick Harbert- 
Waste Management; Joseph Richardson; David Nightingale 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The February 2, 2022 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:02 
a.m. by Chair Jim Cooper. 

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 
The agenda of January 5, 2022 was approved by consensus. 
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Carolina Mejia made a motion to approve the minutes of January 5, 2022; Joan Cathey seconded the 
motion.  The SWAC voted, and the motion carried. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

 
Jim Cooper reminded everyone about the 30-day waiting period for SWAC By-law amendment 
changes. Due to this, the vote will be completed at the SWAC meeting in March.  

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Introduction of New Staff 
 
April Leigh introduced new staff member Jihan Grettenberger. Jihan is joining us as an Education & 
Outreach Specialist II and will be focusing on commercial and In-house programs. Jihan spent the last 3 
years at LOTT Clean Water Alliance where she was an Environmental Educator.  
 
b. SWAC 2022 Work Plan 
 
Jim Cooper asked for discussion or amendment to the 2022 Work Plan with no response. Renee 
Radcliff Sinclair made a motion to approve the SWAC 2022 Work Plan; Joan Cathey and Delroy Cox 
both seconded the motion. The SWAC voted unanimously, and the motion carried. 
 
c. Election 
 
Jim Cooper opened the nominations for the Chair position. Cooper nominated Renee Radcliff Sinclair. 
The SWAC voted unanimously in favor of Sinclair, and the motion carried. Cooper opened nominations 
for the Vice Chair position. Joan Cathey nominated Jim Cooper. The SWAC voted unanimously in favor 
of Cooper, and the motion carried.   
 
d. SWAC Member Application Received 
 
Jeff Bickford introduced potential SWAC Member candidate David Nightingale.  David shared his many 
years of experience in the industry including 17 years at the Department of Ecology Solid Waste and 
Hazardous Waste, Utilities and Transportation Commission, and consulting work with other 
municipalities. He holds a SWANA Certification in the Manager of Landfill Operations program. At one 
time David worked as a consultant on the design of the Hazohouse as well as assisting with the Solid 
Waste Management Plan.  
 
Delroy Cox made a motion to recommend David Nightingale to the Board of County Commissioners 
(BoCC) as a SWAC Business Representative; Greg Schoenbachler seconded. The SWAC voted, and the 
motion carried. 
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e. Manager’s Update 
 

Solid Waste Sites Winter Storm Recap  
o As related at the January SWAC meeting, the winter snowfall that began on December 26 

created a number of problems at solid waste sites, with icy conditions at those sites 
necessitating early closure of the WARC at 3:00 pm for much of that week, and the closure of 
the Rochester and Rainier Drop-box Facilities for a day apiece. Additionally, LeMay was unable 
to perform pickup on most of their residential routes in the county that week due to unsafe 
conditions on the roads.  

o The following week, the first week of January, saw a huge influx of waste to the County’s solid 
waste sites, and especially at the WARC, as the commercial collectors were bringing in 
essentially two weeks’ worth of residential waste. Heavy rainfall later in the week created 
flooding conditions in several parts of the county, particularly along the Chehalis and 
Skookumchuck Rivers, ultimately causing Washington State Department of Transportation to 
close I-5 for a while on Friday, January 7. This also prevented access to waste shipping 
containers being brought to the WARC, as they were stuck at the intermodal facility in 
Centralia for a period of time due to localized flooding.  

o Without being able to load out the waste due to insufficient container capacity and a lack of 
drivers, the county closed its solid waste facilities on Sunday, January 9, due to lack of capacity. 
Thankfully, we were able to get an adequate supply of containers early the next week to get 
caught up within a couple of days.  

 
Flood Debris Program  
o After the flooding event, the Solid Waste Division worked with the Emergency Command 

Center staff and others to develop a program for those who experienced flood damage to 
receive free disposal of their flood debris at Thurston County solid waste facilities. Residents 
and businesses need to file an individual damage assessment with the County, and then they 
are eligible to receive a voucher which allows them to dispose of their waste at the County’s 
solid waste facilities at no cost through February 20, 2022. The fees being waived will be 
eligible to be reimbursed to the Department through grant funds.  

o Through January 31, we have received 49.5 cubic yards of waste at the drop-box sites, and 5.64 
tons at the WARC, for a total of $1,571 in waived fees.  

 
Waste Characterization and Recycling Contamination Study  
o Public Works has contracted with HDR to perform a waste characterization and recycling 

contamination study, which is being mostly funded through a Local Solid Waste Financial 
Assistance (LSWFA) grant received from the Department of Ecology. The work will entail 
quarterly seasonal sampling of the solid waste, organics, and recycling streams to determine 
what materials are currently being disposed and recycled, including what are the contaminants 
in the recycling stream. This information will help to guide the Division’s potential collection 
programs as well as our education and outreach focus. The first sorting event is expected to 
begin in a couple of months.  

 
PaintCare  
o Public Works completed an agreement with PaintCare on February 1 which will change the way 

in which consumer paint is managed in Thurston County. PaintCare is the program manager of 
the Washington Architectural Paint Stewardship Program, which is defined in Washington 
Revised Code §§ 70.375.  

o Traditionally, customers with latex paint have been advised to solidify their leftover paint and 
throw it away in the garbage, and to not bring it to HazoHouse as it is a high-volume, low-risk 
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waste material, which can be expensive to manage. Even with that recommendation, 
HazoHouse still receives a moderate amount of latex paint, as well as oil-based paint that 
needs to be properly managed. This typically comes at a cost of approximately $60,000 per 
year for hauling and disposal/recovery. The new program allows the County to collect both 
latex and oil-based paint at HazoHouse for recovery/recycling, with the cost of hauling and 
recovery of the paint being paid for by PaintCare. Thus, the new agreement will save the Solid 
Waste fund from costs that are currently incurred, reduce the amount of paint being thrown 
into the waste stream, and increase the amount of paint being recovered and reused. Once the 
program is up and running, education and outreach efforts will begin. 

 
8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 
 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The February 2, 2022 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:14 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for 
March 2, 2022 at 10 a.m. as a virtual Zoom meeting. 
 
Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


